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A summer
alternative for teens

New program aims to help less forfunate

By JODI BODNER
pueow

Put on youwr hard hats b
solften your hearts.

Looking o offer area eens
Swho have grown up o Jow-
ish ghetio™ a chance to go out
this summer and ses another
face of society while in a frum
emironment, Jeffrey Miller and
St Katr of North Woodmen:
harve crented 4 new program for
11th and 12th graders.

Called “Shvuayim,” which
means two woeks in Hebrew
end i the duration of the pro-
gram, it invites incoming high
wchool and sensars o
pardcipate in two weeks of
“tikkun olam.” repairing the

“Kids here have all grown
up with other kids in the same
mnﬂcmrimnt

:

there wWias 0

Fun afver s slf will
include inling in a ballgame
or two and wsage of the fdli-
E¥'S groards

The second week the
group will movel w Wes Vi
gina's Pendelean County, the
poonss county in the gation
where the average income
hovers ar 55,600, There, the
teens are parteclpating in
Habiing for Humanity and will
be building homes for some of
the residenss from B d.m. ustil
5 p.m. One of the haghlights
of the week will be a dinner
with some of the families

they're helping m house.

“OHH them a way to
get their hands dirty
and their souls clean”

“We're looking for kids
with a song Jewish commdi
ment Wwhao have Hitke contaa
with the ouiside world,” xid
Miller, an ordained rabbi and
an stormey. “WWe wane o sl
them the face of poverty. Hals-
tat has never sentoa o Jewish
group to thar area before
They're excied o have "

Friends and hoth memn-
bers of the Young Isracl of
North Woadmere, Hatz and
Miller syruck up a converss
rion swne e ago sboy
SEnmEr programs tor thide
teenage children, Nowng that
much Lo
between the tradisiemal end of
the summer — swhen camp
endy — and the acmual finesh
— whien school beging — and
fecogruzing that not ewvery
BEER pOees AWy for the sidm-
mer of on family vacaisons,

they siared fooking anmend
bor somerhing dilleren, some.
thing with meanineg. A hew
progerams. vesembled this, b
none veere within the frame
ik of & frum envifonment

A fira they oved with
rrakimg it o Full swmeber idner.
ury bt then decided on the
W werk format

“sorme ids have summer
plans ® said Miller, “and we
iyt weanr to compete with
othied [Eograms, we wanied i
coquplement them, Also this
timse of rhe summer i ‘dead
thin, parens ofien don't
kniny wihar o do with their
kichi, 55 we took this opporta-
sy [0 affer themm a way oo
their hands dirgy and their
wols Chean.”

Sheumyim b glatt kosher.
diavening will be held three
tmes A day and there will be o
dalhy shivr With & sealf m teen
ration of 821, st superddon
will be upheld. The program i
fully trevared and the: price of
$2500 Includes a donation to
§nhitar for Hummaniy.

“We're really  emsibed
ahoiet this,” safd Miller,” and
$0 are some of the school
gutdance oomelor We dont
went kinds coming on chis juss
because it looks pood on &
resume, but let's foce it — it
will really look good on a
FESLIFTE.

“Wie also think mwo weeks
is just the right amount of
time to give them a ane of
the world and rhe motivation
to =ay, ‘how can | make the
world a better place™ Any
longer and it could became
drudgery. We're looking to
give kids 2 memorable experi-
ermce and mavbe, jus mavbe,

muike a dillerence in how they
g the world.”
For  information  on

Shvuayim, call 516-835-0066.




